
 

2027 State Competitions: Teacher Leader Guide 
A reference guide for teacher leaders preparing students for the Illinois State Competitions 

Event Details 

Date March 8, 2027 

Time 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Location DeGarmo Hall, Illinois State University, Bloomington, IL 

Guidelines for All Competitions 
All students must be registered Educators Rising members to be able to compete. Only entry forms for paid members will be 
considered for the conference competition. If an entry form is completed by a student who is not a member, that entry space 
is subject to be filled by a student member if the maximum number of competitors is reached and/or the registration deadline 
occurs prior to paid membership completion. 
 
Schools are not required to attend both Competition Day and Conference Day. You are welcome to attend just one day or 
both, whichever works best for your school. If you plan to attend Conference Day on March 9th, please be sure to register your 
school's attendees. CONFERENCE REGISTRATION LINK 
 
Before confirming the final list of competitors, the EdRising IL Coordinator will confirm the following:  

1. The student has a paid EdRising student membership for the 2026 - 2027 school year. 

2. The student's teacher leader is a 2026 - 2027 registered EdRising teacher leader who approved for the student to 
compete in this competition. 

3. Only two participants/entries are allowed per school, per competition. All other participants can be added to the 
competition's waitlist. No substitutions allowed. 

4. The student must submit the prescoring required materials by the 1/31/27 deadline, or they will be disqualified from 
competing in the 2027 EdRising IL State Conference. 

After the Competition: The top 10 students who score 90% or higher in each competition will qualify to compete at the 
Educators Rising National Conference in June 2027. Students are not required to compete at nationals; funding is not 
included. 

When to add students to the waitlist? 
• If you have already submitted two entries for a specific competition category. 
• If the competition category is already full. 

 
 

https://members.pdkintl.org/edrising-mh-membership-form


Registration Links 
Competition Registration Links (2 entries per school, per competition):  
Job Interview • Educators Rising Moment • Children's Literature • Lesson Planning & Delivery 
 
Waitlist Registration Links (first come, first serve):  
Job Interview • Educators Rising Moment • Children's Literature • Lesson Planning & Delivery 

Competition Details 

Job Interview  
Languages English 

Type & Level Individual, Junior Varsity (grades 9-10) and Varsity (grades 11-12) 

Registration Deadline January 24, or when the maximum number of competitors is reached 

Summary: High school students will apply and interview for a paraprofessional position, then participate in a mock interview 
during the competition. See the competition guide for the job description details needed to complete the requirements, linked 
below. 

Guidelines at a glance 

• Prescoring Requirement: Due January 31, the approved competitor must upload and submit their cover letter and 
resume via email to educatorsrising@ieanea.org. Missing this deadline results in disqualification. 

• Bring to the Competition: The competitor may bring their cover letter and resume to the interview. 

• Presentation: The interview will last a maximum of 15 minutes. Competitors will respond to judges' interview questions. 

Job Interview Rubrics:  
Junior Varsity   -   Varsity 

Children's Literature Kindergarten - Third Grade 

Languages English and Spanish 

Type & Level Dual/Individual, Junior Varsity (grades 9-10) and Varsity (grades 11-12) 

Registration Deadline January 24, or when the maximum number of competitors is reached 

Summary: High school students will write a short story for a kindergarten through third grade audience in book format, written 
in English or Spanish. If both languages appear, there must be clear evidence of the primary language, and the presentation 
read aloud will be given in that primary language. See the competition guide for full requirements, linked below. 

Guidelines at a glance 

• Prescoring Requirement: Due January 31, the approved competitor(s) must upload and submit a completed Statement 
of Originality (included in the guide) and a PDF copy of the book, via email to educatorsrising@ieanea.org. Missing this 
deadline results in disqualification. 

• Bring to the Competition: The competitor(s) must bring the book. 

• Presentation: The presentation will be at least 5 minutes and no more than 10 minutes. Judges will ask questions after 
the book presentation. 

Children’s Literature Rubrics: 
Junior Varsity English   -   Varsity English 
Junior Varsity Spanish   -   Varsity Spanish 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/4V1m2nSfBS
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1bgkulqhwUym5qnanYdmr_FkRoypiZZMhJqzYnfUPiRUQlowOUtTRFVaNUc0QzhIR09LU1NJUFZHTC4u
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/H25svEFmsw
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/94eMTG6wZd
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/d2Uvtpb6YL
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/V2ZsbXEmt8
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/zSpZ5v54W9
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/4WqJjnXpa3
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQCTRpm_HMnPTL3XqlyFbBYmASno6-sPfCHQCRTFP2yULBY?e=GBUTv7
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQAkuamB6_0uTIPVb4lKCcp-AROphMeNSA2rVRlXRSJMtd8?e=G2VCSA
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQBY5tRV9QH1RZvDOBPR00gnAVkVMTyE39J4vEr5DEPegow?e=0CenSj
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQCzZwBmDF6-TahAZVDTHQlyAaja06-DnkIsGhZpAYyCcYc?e=Npc891
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQDfVP_vlYQRTKVyw4v8SzaAAW2AzO4Of4Z3g8b43JIkB8k?e=MnAN1A
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQDIh-muf9BDRqLXiH3XvN8GAc94162F6xUxGOGrQC_bqpM?e=deCY2T


Educators Rising Moment 
Languages English and Spanish 

Type & Level Individual, Junior Varsity (grades 9-10) and Varsity (grades 11- 12) 

Registration Deadline January 24, or when the maximum number of competitors is reached 

Summary: High school students will write and deliver a speech/presentation in English or Spanish about a personal 
experience that illustrates the power of being an educator. See the competition guide for full requirements, linked below. 

Guidelines at a glance 

• Prescoring Requirement: Due January 31, the approved competitor must upload and submit their speech via email to 
educatorsrising@ieanea.org. Missing this deadline results in disqualification. 

• Bring to the Competition: The competitor may use up to five 4x6 index cards, written on one side only. 

• Presentation: The presentation/speech will be a minimum of 3 minutes and a maximum of 4 minutes. Competitors will 
respond to judges' questions after the presentation. 

Educators Rising Moment Rubrics: 
Junior Varsity English   -   Varsity English 
Junior Varsity Spanish   -   Varsity Spanish 

Lesson Planning and Delivery: Early Childhood Ed, Humanities, Arts or STEM 

Languages English 

Type & Level Individual, Junior Varsity (grades 9- 10) and Varsity (grades 11- 12) 

Registration Deadline January 24, or when the maximum number of competitors is reached 

Summary: High school students will write, plan, and conduct a lesson plan on their chosen topic. The video and lesson plan 
will be prescored, and competition time will be spent reflecting with judges. See the competition guide for full requirements, 
linked below. 

Guidelines at a glance 

• Prescoring Requirement: Due January 31, the approved competitor must upload and submit a written lesson plan and 
video of the plan being presented (10 minimum maximum), via email to educatorsrising@ieanea. Missing this deadline 
results in disqualification. 

• Bring to the competition: Copy of the written lesson plan.  
• Presentation: The students will reflect with the judges for up to 10 minutes on the pre-scored lesson plan and video.  

Lesson Planning and Delivery Rubrics:  
Early Childhood Junior Varsity   -   Early Childhood Varsity 
Humanities Junior Varsity   -   Humanities Varsity 
Arts Junior Varsity   -   Arts Varsity 
STEM Junior Varsity   -   STEM Varsity 

 

 

 

 

 

https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQDenp-31tlWR7h57JfxjRywAS26s_DxNB8BztOxRmdoRbs?e=NdPkLL
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQCVv7Iud1iqTo6JojL_KcORAahPaR0NwX9P50FqM5jP_Pk?e=Vqgddj
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQDBfKywMt0sSqF6uTib2_MhARvbY0blQh9Oeli6hIRzZ4Q?e=blMX6e
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQC4vDxgp9JzTZ45z7xmyb0_AW_l9BnjRns76Z3S0K1Q1IY?e=45QrX1
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQAdyJPB3L6bQrPcDpKu0VjCAUbeKMzOvyKdUIKyJr52aP4?e=KNrlxX
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQAn7_N3Yug1T6qizJRdW4RmAdTMi4fVhRh74wPxgzJBkxo?e=MjRdgS
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQDBROfreB2-TZe7EEN0tH9BARp5NsvTHOmr08Gp-ZUSctM?e=IUsaZ6
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQDKp2Ho1Qx7QJQYty65bLBAAUG3A-Vc7FE9Mjc-KTTZSXo?e=RhKee6
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQCNOK68zICRSrdkzjrQWD2eAS8Bif5sxceKIBkkbAIEwrA?e=0xkWiD
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQBjhUZPwgwqTJ5x0_pmyCTCAR5bRJjfmde1yEMfp9zShVk?e=5dCzAd
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQDMPBTkfu7kQJNK4Y8nkBp2AUGRrqPP4dpb90sqHF7J2Lo?e=UD0LMZ
https://tempiea-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jill_haacke_ieanea_org/IQCqJ_me5ABZTq_XSlbG1A0VAXhxEBQOklj-jcPfpVMmch0?e=BT7Iw7

