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EDUCATIONAL REFORM

Address achievement gaps

Laser like focus on teachers, teacher policies and testing
• tenure
• evaluation
• dismissal

No excuses mindset



THE PRIZE BY DALE RUSSAKOFF 

$100 Million dollars to “fix” the Newark Schools and 
become the education model for the country.





ILLINOIS POVERTY

Recent data from Illinois 
State Board of Education says 
54% of Illinois children 
live in poverty.  An increase of 
2% since 2012.



CHILDREN IN POVERTY IN AMERICA

• The percent of children living in poverty in 2014 - 21.1 percent 

• In 2014, nearly 6.8 million children – nearly one in 11 – lived in extreme poverty

• The youngest children have the highest poverty rates. In 2014, nearly one in four infants, 
toddlers and preschoolers were poor, at the time of greatest brain development. 

• Children’s Defense Fund



Children’s Defense Fund



POVERTY, FOOD INSECURITY, AND 
SCHOOL

Children’s Defense Fund



HIGH COST OF HARSH DISCIPLINE

• Study of 9th and 10th graders in Florida and California
• Much higher rates of suspension for African-American and 

Latino students
• Correlation between suspensions and dropouts 
• Economic impact 

• The Center for Civil Rights Remedies



THE HIGH COST OF HARSH 
DISCIPLINE
“Schools don’t need to rely on suspension. There are 
many alternatives that teach good behavior and hold 
students accountable for their conduct while keeping 
them in school,” 



Slide courtesy of the 
Family Policy Council



FACIAL RECOGNITION IN ABUSED 
CHILDREN

Conclusions:
1)Physically abused children overestimated facial expressions as “angry”
2)Neglected children had difficulty distinguishing sad from fearful and angry faces



MITIGATING THE EFFECTS OF ACES

• The presence of a stable, caring adult

• School policies that are “trauma informed”
3 Rs Regulate, Relate, Respond

• Physical exercise

•Resiliency trumps ACEs



THERE’S HOPE…



INTERVENTION WORKS

• Triple P Population Trial
– Prev Sci (2009) 10:1-12

• Know Me, Know My Name
http://www.ieanea.org/resources/know-me/

• I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget 
how you made them feel.

• Maya Angelou





“Relationships are the agents of change and the most 
powerful therapy is human love.”
Bruce Perry, author


